
NC Charter Chatter: December 12, 2020

In this edition of NC Charter Chatter , we share an update on

what lawmakers heard this month about learning during the

pandemic, along with our legislative priorities for the

upcoming 2021 Long Session. We also provide a recap and

recording from our forum this week with Superintendent-

Elect Catherine Truitt.

Join us as we advocate for North Carolina's charter schools!

Visit the Coalition's website!

Legislative Update

The Joint Legislative Education Oversight
Committee met December 1, hearing updates
about learning during the pandemic. The
committee also approved its draft report for the
year.

Dr. David Stegall, Deputy Superintendent of
Innovation at DPI, and Freebird McKinney,
Director of Legislative and Community Affairs at

SBE, provided the pandemic learning update. Some highlights:
36% of K-12 students are learning in an all-virtual environment
59% are learning in person
82% of LEAs are following a combination of Plan A and Plan B
18% of LEAs are following Plan C, with all students learning remotely

We know the data come from all eight regions of the state but do not know
whether numbers include charters as well as district schools. We have reached out
for clarification and expect to learn that information next week. If the numbers do
not include charters, we will ask DPI to gather the same data on learning in
charter schools around the state.

The committee expressed significant concern about high levels of absenteeism in
online learning environments: 19% of virtual students are missing two or more
days per week. Overall effects from the pandemic are accruing in troubling ways
and will, according to Dr. Stegall, impact graduation rates, learning gaps that will
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"take years to recover from," and a surge in students retained by subject matter or
grade level.

Access the DPI/SBE update here. Find the DPI/SBE presentation on remote
learning and teaching here. Access an EdNC article about attendance here and a
Carolina Journal article about legislators' concerns here.

Looking ahead to the 2021 Long Session
The Coalition has been hard at work developing our
2021 Legislative Agenda. Access the agenda here or
click on the pdf image. Between January 4 and 31, the
Coalition will host seven regional virtual meetings with
NC General Assembly members and our Government
Relations Team. These meetings will help prepare
charter leaders and stakeholders for the 2021 Long
Session. More information will be forthcoming soon!

"Conversations with Catherine"
The Superintendent-Elect shares her plans for NC schools

On Tuesday, December 8, the Coalition
hosted a statewide virtual forum with
Superintendent-Elect Catherine Truitt,
hearing about her plans for a student-
centered approach to education. More than
130 charter leaders and supporters registered
for the event.

Many thanks to Union Academy for providing
technological support and to Donna Martinez of the John Locke Foundation for
moderating the event!

During the forum, Catherine answered numerous questions, many posed from the
perspective of charter schools. Some key quotes:

"Charter schools are public schools. I have a feeling I am going to be saying
that a lot!"
"I'm interested in helping all schools do the best job they can with the
students they have."
"Choice has been protected for the next four years. That's a good thing ..."

Catherine also addressed superintendents' views on choice, regulatory creep,
segregation, equity, charter growth limits, COVID-19-related learning loss, and
much more. If you missed the forum and would like to watch, you can access a
link to the recording here or click on the video below. Please share the recording
with your charter parents and staff!
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