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Your monthly charter school news & updates

Welcome to the January edition of The Coalition Connection, your go-
to resource for the latest NC charter school news. There's a lot that's

new: the legislature convened on Wednesday for the start of the 2021
Long Session; State Superintendent Catherine Truitt took the helm at

DPI earlier this month. Soon, a new leader will head up the US
Department of Education; we share perspective from reformers on the

nomination below.
Read on for important SBE and legislative updates.

Thank you for being a Coalition member and allowing us to be your
on-the-ground advocate. Please reach out to Executive Director

Lindalyn Kakadelis at 704.231.9767 or
lkakadelis@nc.chartercoalition.org with any input, ideas or questions.

Visit the Coalition's website!

Legislative Update

The North Carolina General Assembly convened
for its 2021 Long Session at noon on Wednesday,
January 13. Representative Tim Moore was re-
elected to a fourth term as House Speaker;
Senator Phil Berger was re-elected to a sixth
term as President Pro Tempore. Read a Carolina
Journal article about the launch of the Long
Session on Wednesday.

Speaker Moore and Senate Leader Berger have announced the following
committee chairs for 2021-2022:
House
Education Appropriations: Rep. Jon Hardister, Rep. John Torbett & Rep.
Pat Hurley
Education-K-12: Rep. Hugh Blackwell & Rep. John Torbett
Read Speaker Moore's release announcing committee chairs in the House here.

Senate
Education/Higher Education: Senator Deanna Ballard & Senator Mike Lee
Appropriations on Education: Senator Deanna Ballard & Senator Mike
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Lee
Read Senator Berger's list of committee chairs in the Senate here.

The Coalition featured Rep. Hardister, Rep. Blackwell, Senator Ballard, and
Senator Lee on our 2020 campaign palm cards. We knew Rep. Torbett and
Rep. Hurley were in safe districts. We are glad to have built relationships
already with these lawmakers. All are charter supporters. We are pleased with
the leadership of these important committees, and we expect this to be a good
legislative session for our state's charter schools!

Read a Charlotte Observer article about what's ahead for education this session
in the legislature.

COVID relief funding
The Coalition is looking at the second round of COVID funding, which
represents $1.6 billion linked to the various funding streams for education.
Know that we will be watching distribution closely and representing your
interests!

Learn more!
To date, the Coalition has hosted three of seven
regional virtual meetings, providing charter leaders
with a legislative preview of the session ahead. It isn't
too late to join: We have four more meetings coming
up, organized by education region. The remaining
meetings will take place on January 19, 21, 26, and 28.
More information on the remaining meetings and
how to register can be found by clicking here.
Access our 2021 Legislative Agenda here or click on
the pdf image.

New study from UNC and Duke researchers finds no child-
to-adult transmission of COVID-19 in schools

Research confirms that schools are not contributing to significant spread of
COVID-19, even with high rates of community transmission. A new study from
UNC and Duke researchers of 11 NC school districts, published in the journal
Pediatrics, found limited transmission overall of the virus in schools, and no
instances of transmission from children to adults. The study authors noted:

"Over 9 weeks, 11 participating school districts had more than 90,000 students
and staff attend school in-person; of these, there were 773 community-
acquired SARS-CoV-2 infections documented by molecular testing. Through
contact tracing, NC health department staff determined an additional 32
infections were acquired within schools. No instances of child-to-adult
transmission of SARS-CoV-2 were reported within schools ...

... Our cohort study demonstrated that enforcing SARS-CoV-2 mitigation
policies such as masking, physical distancing, and hand hygiene, resulted in
minimal clusters of SARS-CoV-2 infection and low rates of secondary
transmission in schools, and did not cause a larger community infection
burden. Our data indicate that schools can reopen safely if they develop and
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adhere to specific SARS-CoV-2 prevention policies."

To learn more, click on the image below.

State Board of Education Update
(And ... clarifying confusion over statutory requirements

and charters!)

The State Board of Education met for its regular
monthly meeting on January 6 and 7. We recap
news of interest to charter operators below.

Federal waivers: SBE voted to submit two
waivers to the US Department of Education.
Waivers would encompass the 95% testing

participation target and accountability measures. The formal waiver request
will be submitted February 1; access the draft letter to the US Department of
Education here. The Department has 120 days to respond from the time of
North Carolina's submission.

Tammy Howard of DPI provided some helpful clarification at the SBE meeting:
"The waiver is for the punitive uses of the participation data and our
accountability model, which is our school performance grades." Data for all
students and subgroups would still be reported.

Clarification over charter statute: During SBE's discussion of 2020
accelerated charter school applications, Vice Chair Duncan raised concerns
about what he perceived to be conflicting language in the state's charter school
statute. Specifically, he noted that one statute seems to require a charter
applicant to fulfill one or more purposes identified in statute, while another
statute requires a charter applicant to fulfill all six purposes outlined in statute.

Lindalyn and Rhonda Dillingham, executive director of the North Carolina
Association for Public Charter Schools, sent a joint letter on Monday to Vice
Chair Duncan, clarifying statute. Charter statute, they noted, states clearly that
the system must fulfill "all six" purposes, while individual schools must
fulfill "one or more" purposes. This is the way statute has been interpreted and
applied for nearly 25 years. The Coalition was glad to join forces with the
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Association and present a united voice to advocate for charters!

Vice Chair Duncan responded with this message:

Thank you for your e-mail and letter about the questions that I
asked at the recent State Board of Education relating to applicable
Charter Statutes. I appreciate the time that you took to set out your
analysis of the statutes, which will be very helpful in assessing the
questions that I asked at the State Board meeting. I will look
forward to discussing the issues that are important to you as charter
school leaders as we move forward with the very important work of
helping all of our students through the challenges that they are
presently facing in light of the pandemic in the coming months and
years.

Social studies standards: SBE discussed the new social studies standards,
which have been the subject of considerable debate and have undergone
several revisions. Access the presentation to SBE here. The current timeline is
for DPI to review the standards again, giving Superintendent Truitt and her
staff time to make changes. Approval is now slated for February. View SBE's
prior requests for standard revisions below; access the draft standards here.

COVID-19 update: NC DHHS
officials presented the latest
COVID-19 case rates and
information. Currently, there are
309 cases associated with
currently active K-12 clusters (as
of reporting on 11/30/2020).
Among these cases, 207 are
among students and 102 are
among staff. Statewide, there are
94 cases and 15 clusters among public schools (11 of these cases and two of
these clusters are among public charter schools).

Public health officials noted impacts and implications of rising rates in the
community--of COVID and COVID-syndromic cases (depicted in the graphic).
Despite rising rates of infection, DHHS' Susan Gale Perry noted, "We are not
seeing a significant increase in clusters in our schools ..."
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Access DHHS' presentation here or click on the image below.

Additional issues covered by SBE:
Legislative and budget priorities: Access the presentation here.
Priorities are expected to be finalized in February.
Teaching profession update: The Southern Regional Education
Board (SREB) presented an update to SBE, covering SREB Education
Human Capital Roundtables. Along with several other states, North
Carolina is participating in the roundtables, which address teacher
shortages, licensure, and retention. A final report is underway. Access the
SREB presentation here. For more information from SREB on teacher
workforce policy, click here.
School connectivity initiative: SBE approved the annual report for
this initiative; access the presentation here.
Economic and personal finance extended content standards:
Standards were presented for discussion. Access them here.
At Home Learning Project update: This project, in conjunction with
UNC-TV and NC State's Friday Institute, began with televised
educational content. Access the presentation here.
Healthy Active Children Policy update: Access the most recent
update here.

Read a recap of the SBE meeting from EdNC's Alex Granados here.

Charter School Advisory Board Update

CSAB met for its January meeting earlier this week,
discussing charter applications and 2021 renewals.
Access the presentation on 2021 charter renewals here.
Letters of intent for the next NC ACCESS cohort were
due Friday, January 15. Through NC ACCESS,
professional development is being offered to all
charters.

CSAB's membership has changed. CSAB welcomes Superintendent Catherine
Truitt's new designee, Jamey Falkenbury (photo: Lt. Governor Forest's staff
page). Jamey served as the director of innovation and communication for Lt.
Governor Forest, and now works as the director of government and community
affairs at DPI. Jamey will be the official liaison between CSAB and the
Superintendent's office, filling Joe Maimone's seat.
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In addition, Lieutenant Governor Mark Robinson has
appointed Terry Stoops to serve on CSAB. Terry replaces
Steven Walker, Lt. Governor Forest's designee. Terry
currently serves as the director of the John Locke
Foundation's Center for Effective Education.

Access the list of CSAB members, as of January 2021.

Who will be the next US Secretary of Education?

President-Elect Joe Biden has chosen Dr. Miguel Cardona to serve as his
Secretary of Education. Cardona, a former teacher, principal, assistant
superintendent, and native of Meriden, CT, was named Connecticut’s
Commissioner of Education in August 2019.

Cardona's areas of intensive focus have included early childhood education and
bilingual education, along with work to close achievement gaps.

If he is confirmed as education secretary, what would be Cardona's posture
toward charter schools? Something to celebrate, according to the Fordham
Institute: Cardona has experience as a charter authorizer, and it isn't even
"news."

Cardona has acknowledged charters as a "viable option" during his
confirmation hearing as Connecticut's Commissioner of Education (reported in
the Connecticut Mirror):

“Charter schools provide choice for parents that are seeking choice, so I think
it’s a viable option, but [neighborhood schools], that’s going to be the core work
that not only myself but the people behind me in the agency that I represent
will have while I’m commissioner.”

Some choice proponents are cautiously hopeful about the nomination (read
more here). Generally, reaction to Cardona’s nomination, from reformers and
public school advocates, has been positive. Choice proponent Jeanne Allen,
president of the Center for Education Reform, released a statement, noting:

“President-Elect Joe Biden’s choice of Connecticut Commissioner of
Education, Miguel Cardona, is good news for the millions of parents and
students whose fates have been so derailed by the Coronavirus this year. Had
Biden picked a union leader or equivalent, it would have been akin to an act of
war on the progress of the last three decades of pushing power to parents … All
in all, it seems the President-Elect has, with this pick, carved a refreshing path
for his education agenda that isn’t automatically rooted in the platitudes of
powerful interest groups...”

Listen to an NPR report about Dr. Cardona here. Access an Inside Higher
Ed article here and a Chalkbeat article about key issues facing Cardona here.

Stay connected with the Coalition!
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