
NC Charter Chatter: October 10, 2020

In this issue of NC Charter Chatter, we share important new
information about our Election 2020 work, an upcoming Charter

Issues Forum you won't want to miss, and an update from the State
Board of Education--including membership changes for 2021.
Join us as we advocate for North Carolina's charter schools!

From Executive Director Lindalyn Kakadelis

Dear NC Charter School Leaders,

As we enter the final stretch of the 2020 election
season, the Coalition is working to distribute critical
information about the candidates who support charter
schools. We want to apprise you of our ongoing voter
education efforts around the state.

In this issue of NC Charter Chatter, we share information about new voter palm
cards, which we are sending out this week. We're also working to raise
awareness about issues, impacted by this election, that will affect long-term
charter sustainability here in North Carolina: Please join us this Tuesday evening
for a Charter Forum intended to educate parents and stakeholders about the
legislative and political issues relevant to NC charters.

This publication, NC Charter Chatter, is our way of communicating news to
charter schools across our state. We also send out a monthly Coalition
Connection newsletter to our members. If you are not a member of the Coalition
and would like to receive the Connection, please give me a call. 

Please don't hesitate to contact me with any input or concerns you may have. 

Best,
Lindalyn Kakadelis
704.231.9767
lkakadelis@nc.chartercoalition.org

Become a Coalition member today! 

The Coalition's 2020 Voter Education Efforts
Supporting candidates based on issues that matter to charters

https://nc.chartercoalition.org
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A 501(c)(6) organization, the Coalition works to
educate voters and elect candidates who support
charter schools. In fact, voter education is a key part
of our mission, which also includes representing
charter interests at the General Assembly and
communicating the benefits of charters to various
education stakeholders.

Our advocacy of political candidates is always based on issues, not political
party or affiliation. We do not, and will not, endorse a political party in any
of our voter education efforts.

What do we do? We collect and distribute information on candidates' stances on
the issues we consider to be most critical to charter operations and sustainability.
We consider two simple questions:
1) Does the candidate support fair and just funding for charters?
2) Does the candidate support charter autonomy?

Candidates that the Coalition supports should be able to answer "yes" to both of
these questions.

Voter palm cards
This week, we're sending out 60,000 voter palm cards across North Carolina!
Each palm card looks the same on the front, featuring statewide candidates who
support fair/just funding and charter autonomy. Card backs are different, and
feature those candidates, by region, who support fair/just funding and charter
autonomy. Cards were paid for by the Coalition--information that is clearly
indicated on each voter palm card.

Access a list of the education regions here and a map of the education regions
here. Access palm cards for:

Region 1
Region 2
Region 3
Region 4
Region 5
Region 6
Region 7
Region 8

The image below features a sample Region 1 palm card.

Voter palm cards are also posted, by region, on the Coalition's website.

https://files.constantcontact.com/b79e2127701/31934577-0e2b-4b1f-b06c-518d9624c3dd.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b79e2127701/8eac7626-50b2-41cc-a8f4-4620a47faeda.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b79e2127701/ae98b641-32b9-441c-ba99-f5c06ba5d768.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b79e2127701/22214525-eb2e-4c09-9cb4-ee309bc59a26.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b79e2127701/1de20cbf-9f12-46a4-9981-880ce5de5568.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b79e2127701/02c67335-8721-478d-92b7-0c66a71827d1.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b79e2127701/b3000e80-e213-40d8-9ad9-e9eec035108b.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b79e2127701/11de11d6-b37d-4859-881f-ac148e99efca.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b79e2127701/7f9a5e62-5b90-410e-bacd-7b7fe8a271ff.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/b79e2127701/e46a7090-30da-4050-89b4-8f5f2136f171.pdf
https://nc.chartercoalition.org/candidate-survey-responses/


As individuals, please help educate voters by pushing these cards out on your
social media channels. Voter palm cards cannot be given out on behalf of
nonprofit boards; nonprofit boards are barred from endorsing candidates. But
parents and individuals may hand out voter palm cards.

A reminder:
Responses from the Coalition's 2020 Candidate Questionnaires have been
posted on our website. From the 2020 Elections tab, you can access aggregated
candidate responses as well as a web page that links to individual questionnaires.

The race for State Superintendent and charter governance/growth
We appreciated having both Jen Mangrum and Catherine Truitt participate in our
recent Candidate Forums, hosted jointly with the North Carolina Association for
Public Charter Schools. These two State Superintendent candidates graciously
shared their time and views with us.

We want to highlight two views that candidate Jen Mangrum has expressed
during the course of her campaign, both of which have significant potential
impacts for charters:

Charter autonomy: Mangrum supports putting charters under the control of
local district school boards.
Charter growth: Mangrum supports reinstating the cap of 100 charter
schools statewide. We are unclear about what this would mean practically
and operationally, since North Carolina now has more than 200 charter
schools operating statewide.

Want to learn more? Read this Issue Brief, written by Terry Stoops of the John
Locke Foundation, summarizing some of Jen Mangrum's views on charters.

A Forum on Charter Schools
Charter experts to address legislative issues, political polarization

around charters, and more

Hosted by Union Academy Charter School, this
upcoming virtual forum features charter experts
who will cover myriad issues, including:

Perceptions of charter schools among state
lawmakers
Legislative struggles for equitable funding
Potential political polarization around charters
and lawmakers' support
Charter parents and legislative influence
Mobilization of charter voices and supporters

DATE: This Tuesday, October 13, at 7:00 pm

Moderated by columnist and radio talk show host Donna Martinez, the panel will
feature the following charter experts:

Harry Kaplan
Senior Advisor of State Government Relations with McGuire Woods Consulting,
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member of the Coalition's Government Relations Team, and NC General
Assembly lobbyist for 30+ years

Lindalyn Kakadelis
Executive Director of the Coalition, former member of the NC Charter School
Advisory Board, and former member of the Charlotte Mecklenburg Board of
Education

Matthew Tilley
Attorney for Womble Bond Dickinson and Counsel for the Coalition; Tilley has
argued charter funding cases before the NC Court of Appeals and the NC
Supreme Court.

Advance registration is required. Please register using this link or click on
the image below.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYkc-6prTkjGtL2K-
grVdFutZgTc3g8AE0y

State Board of Education Update
2020 Fall Work Session

The State Board of Education met this week for its
three-day 2020 Fall Work Session. Freebird McKinney,
SBE's Director of Legislative and Community Affairs,
provided a legislative update. Access that here. Issues
addressed include:

Reopening: Elementary schools are now permitted to
open under Plan A. FAQs from the state Department of Health and Human
Services (DHHS), updated October 8, are available here.
Extra credit grants for families: Individuals who were 2019 NC residents
who have at least one child age 16 or younger will receive a check for $335.
Spouses who file jointly are counted as one individual. This check is to help
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with educational expenses incurred due to COVID. Access information
about the grant here.
COVID funding overview: Alexis Schauss, Chief Business Officer at DPI,
provided SBE with an overview on COVID state and federal funds. Access
that here.
SBE strategic priorities: Included in the legislative update, these priorities
are dependent on a similar make-up of SBE membership for 2021 (more on
that below).

Susan Gale Perry, DHHS Chief Deputy Secretary, and Rebecca Planchard,
Senior Policy Advisor, provided SBE with an update on K-12 COVID cases.
Access their presentation here.
The breakdown, based on race, of COVID cases on 9/19 among children 0-17:

67% White
29% Black
2% Asian
2% American Indian/Alaskan Native

The breakdown, based on ethnicity, of COVID cases on 9/19 among children 0-
17:

67% Non-Hispanic
33% Hispanic

To date, there have been 24 total K-12 clusters and 171 K-12 cluster-associated
COVID cases in North Carolina. A disproportionate number of K-12 cases, 46%,
have occurred in private schools, according to health officials. However, private
schools have been more likely to open for onsite learning than public schools.

Coming soon ...
Next week, the Charter School Advisory Board (CSAB) will listen and move
on applications.
Over the next two weeks, the DHHS COVID Dashboard will include data on
child age, race, and ethnicity. The state's case tracing system now includes
questions about in-person school attendance during exposure, according to
DHHS.

SBE Membership:
How will it change in the coming months?

Membership of the State Board of Education
will change in early 2021. In March, the

Governor will be able to appoint or reappoint members to the seats currently held
by Eric Davis and Olivia Oxendine. Alan Duncan's seat can be changed in
January and then reappointed in March for an eight-year term.

Duncan, Jill Camnitz, and James Ford have not been confirmed by the NC
Senate. These SBE members were appointed to fill resignations in 2018 (A.L.
Collins, Becky Taylor, and Greg Alcorn).

What does all of this mean? If Lt. Governor Dan Forest prevails in the NC
gubernatorial race, he may appoint as many as five new members to the SBE in
2021.
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Access an Excel spreadsheet with information on SBE's rotation here.

North Carolina Coalition for Charter Schools
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