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Your charter school news & updates
Welcome to this special edition of the Coalition Connection, your go-to

resource for the latest NC charter school news. As Election 2020
continues to heat up, there's much to share.

In this issue, we cover Wednesday's call from Republican leaders to
reopen schools for in-person learning as well as the Governor's

reopening announcement Thursday. We share information on the race for
State Superintendent, upcoming election events, and presidential

candidate Joe Biden's views on charters.

Thank you for being a Coalition member and allowing us to be your on-
the-ground advocate. Please reach out to Executive Director Lindalyn

Kakadelis at 704.231.9767 or lkakadelis@nc.chartercoalition.org with any
input, ideas or questions.

Visit the Coalition's
website!

Lindalyn on school reopening, the election, and regulatory creep
Watch her video message below.

A quick note on the importance of elections

We've said it before, but it's worth restating:
Elections have consequences! At the Coalition, we

https://nc.chartercoalition.org
http://nc.chartercoalition.org
https://youtu.be/MvRHF0FSDEU
https://www.facebook.com/NCPublicCharters/videos/vb.223475827728407/910192512822119/?type=2&theater
https://www.wral.com/candidate-forum-nc-superintendent-of-public-instruction/19279534/
https://youtu.be/Pd_JTCVsMtk


are working hard to get the facts out and into the
hands of voters. After our forum with State
Superintendent candidate Catherine Truitt on
September 23, we will be sending out the names of
candidates who support autonomy and fair funding
for charters.

We do that, knowing this: Charter schools are politically fragile. Electing
candidates who already support our legislative agenda makes it so much
easier to achieve our goals. Most parents simply do not understand how
politically vulnerable charters are.

If your school has any parents who would like to make a difference,
please have them contact Lindalyn. Thank you!

On Wednesday, a call to open schools from Republican leaders
On Thursday, a new K-5 reopening plan from Governor Cooper

This week marked renewed debate over in-person
learning in North Carolina, and when and how
schools should reopen campuses. On Wednesday,
Republican leaders--including Lt. Governor Dan
Forest, Senate Leader Phil Berger, State
Superintendent candidate Catherine Truitt-- along
with concerned parents, held a press conference at
the Legislative Building in Raleigh. Leaders and

parents expressed concern over lost learning opportunities due to school
closures and affirmed the importance of allowing families to have the option of
choosing in-person instruction for their children.

"For far too many kids, especially those from disadvantaged households who
are already at risk of being left behind, virtual learning is a slow motion train
wreck from which, according to Harvard public health experts, 'some children
may never recover,'" said Senator Berger. Access the press release from
Senator Berger's office here.

The press conference comes on the heels of a new study from the
Organization for Economic and Cooperative Development (OECD), estimating
that school closures to date will add up to a 3% loss in lifetime income. Access
Senator Deanna Ballard's press release about the OECD study here.

Governor Cooper's announcement
On Thursday afternoon, Governor Cooper released
his plan to allow some schools to reopen on October
5. Elementary schools serving students in grades K-5
will be allowed to open under Plan A. This in-person
learning option still requires masks, social distancing,
and symptom screening, the Governor noted, but
does not require density reduction.

Younger children are less likely to become infected and to spread the virus,
said Dr. Mandy Cohen, DHHS Secretary. She also emphasized that benefits

https://medium.com/@bergerpress/state-leaders-call-on-gov-cooper-to-give-parents-option-of-full-time-in-person-instruction-53efb123a3d
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/the-economic-impacts-of-learning-losses_21908d74-en;jsessionid=Dm_jWQWBUmMv6FUogfxJ-YBl.ip-10-240-5-178
https://medium.com/@bergerpress/new-study-finds-school-closures-will-lead-to-at-least-a-3-loss-in-career-earnings-for-students-a3dd319cfc7d


for in-person instruction are higher for younger students; risk is lower.

As before, districts are permitted to choose a more restrictive plan than Plan A,
if they wish. Districts should also provide an option for families that want their
children to continue with remote learning. Schools serving students in grades
6-12 will not be allowed to open under Plan A. They may serve students under
Plan B (partially in-person and partially remote) or Plan C (fully remote
learning). Access the press release from Governor Cooper's office here.

In the race for State Superintendent, the candidates square off
Forums showcase divergent views on charters, education

On Thursday, the Coalition hosted the first of
two candidate forums, in partnership with the
NC Association for Public Charter Schools.
Our first forum featured State Superintendent
candidate Dr. Jen Mangrum (D). During the
forum, Dr. Mangrum shared her educational
vision for North Carolina, as well her views on
Leandro, equity, and charters--speaking

about growth, transparency, funding, segregation, and more. During the forum,
Dr. Mangrum invited listeners to send any follow-up questions to her via email
at jenmangrumfornc@gmail.com.

Click here or on the image below to watch the forum. Access Jen Mangrum's
campaign website here.

Last week, the candidates for State Superintendent faced off in a forum
sponsored by Public Schools First NC, Public School Forum, NC Parent
Teacher Association, and NC League of Women Voters. The forum was
moderated by WRAL's Laura Leslie. Access the video of the forum here or
click on the video below.

https://governor.nc.gov/news/public-schools-now-able-implement-plan-elementary-schools
https://www.facebook.com/NCPublicCharters/videos/vb.223475827728407/910192512822119/?type=2&theater
https://www.jenmangrumfornc.com
https://www.wral.com/candidate-forum-nc-superintendent-of-public-instruction/19279534/


COMING NEXT WEEK
Candidate Forum with Catherine Truitt

Wednesday, September 23, 2020 
7 pm to 7:45 pm ET

Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone or Android
device:
Please click this URL to
join. https://us02web.zoom.us/s/87287454291

Join by phone: (US) +1 301 715 8592
Webinar ID: 872 8745 4291

Access Catherine Truitt's campaign website here.

The forum is hosted jointly by the Coalition and the NC Association for
Public Charter Schools.

Need more information on the candidates?
Recommended reading and viewing

Watch: On Monday, September 21 from 12:30 pm
to 2:30 pm, Governor Cooper and Lt. Governor
Forest will participate in a virtual forum on schools,

streamed on WRAL and hosted by the North Carolina Association of School
Administrators. State Superintendent candidates Jen Mangrum and Catherine
Truitt will also participate in the forum. Learn more here.

Read: Blogger Andrea Dillon, known as Lady Liberty, wrote a recent post
highlighting a key difference between candidates Jen Mangrum and Catherine
Truitt, and their support for systems vs. students. Access that blog post here.

Longtime charter leader Baker Mitchell wrote about Jen Mangrum in an Op-Ed
for the Fayetteville Observer, outlining her views and potential impacts for
charters. Access Baker Mitchell's Op-Ed here.

Presidential candidate Joe Biden on charters

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fs%2F87287454291&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw14KTz_8Qtq2AdjORRvogFQ
https://catherinetruitt.com
https://www.wral.com/cooper-forest-to-meet-monday-in-virtual-forum-on-schools/19289469/
https://ladyliberty1885.com/tag/jennifer-mangrum/
https://www.fayobserver.com/story/opinion/columns/guest/2020/09/16/nc-education-candidate-wants-slash-charter-schools/5806886002/


Charter schools should come under the oversight of district
school boards, Biden says

In an interview with Lily Eskelsen Garcia, president of the National Education
Association, presidential candidate Joe Biden said he feels the "same way"
about charters that the NEA does. (In the interview, Garcia shared her view
that charters are among "misguided school reforms.") A lot of charter schools
are significantly underperforming, said Biden; charters should report to the
"same exact school boards" as district schools. Read about Biden and charter
schools in this Daily Wire article. Access the NEA interview here or click below.

Charter School Advisory Board update

Earlier this week, the Charter School Advisory
Board met, addressing the 2020 application cycle.
Dr. Darian Jones of the Office of Charter Schools
presented on the application process.

Twenty-five applications were submitted by the
deadline, including one fast track replication and
four acceleration applications, according to Dr. Jones.

OCS has worked with Epicenter to transition the charter application to the
Edlusion platform. All components of the charter application are now submitted
online. Click here to access the Powerpoint presentation from Dr. Jones.

A quick update from the State Board of Education

This week, the State Board of Education met for a called meeting, voting to
end its agreement with the Innovative School Operator of the only school
(Southside Ashepole Elementary School in Robeson County) in the Innovative
School District. Reasons outlined in the termination agreement include COVID
and the transition to remote learning.

Stay connected with the Coalition!

https://www.dailywire.com/news/watch-biden-says-hell-kill-federal-funding-for-charter-schools-many-of-those-schools-hugely-benefit-minorities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pd_JTCVsMtk&feature=youtu.be
https://files.constantcontact.com/b79e2127701/6f135f12-39a0-4132-808d-01fef103af10.pptx
https://files.constantcontact.com/b79e2127701/dc055d2e-d43f-4b2c-95bc-a3885b11b8b0.pdf
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